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quantities of oil closer to the boilers than 500 feet, on
account oi fire hazards.
Due regard must also be paid to the necessity for
arranging the tanks so that they can be filled from rail
tank car, tank barge, or road tank wagon, as most
convenient.
A site which possesses good natural drainage is always
to be preferred to one where drainage is poor.
Artificial drainage is not always easy to apply, and,
in any case, would involve considerable additional expense.
There is, of course, the question of exposure to weather;
but an exposed position with good natural drainage should
always have preference over a sheltered position where
drainage is bad.
An excellent example of the result of neglecting this
highly important matter of drainage came under the
notice of the writer recently.
A large horizontal cylindrical steel tank had been
installed for oil storage purposes on a site which possessed
no natural drainage, and no provision had been made for
artificial drainage.
After the first heavy rains, the tank was found floating
on the storm-water which had collected in the hollow
.ground surrounding its foundations. This not only
damaged the foundations, but also severed all pipe connec-
tions on the tank, and so caused considerable loss of oil
(with incidental serious risk of fire), and completely stopped
the steaming plant served by the tank.
High ground should always be chosen for oil storage
tank sites, not only because proper drainage is thereby
obtained, but also because a certain head becomes avail-
able to assist the flow of oil from the tank.